
Subject: AQA A-LEVEL English Literature A A-level (7712)

General Course Guide:

Over the course of two years, the exam board (AQA) requires students to show knowledge and
understanding of a wide range of literary texts, including:

● at least two examples of each of the genres of prose, poetry and drama
● at least one play by Shakespeare
● at least two texts written before 1900
● at least one work first published or performed after 2000

These are the basic requirements of the course. Subject teachers are responsible for ensuring that
these criteria are met. Paper 1 and 2 each meet a specific requirement of the course. The non-exam
assessment: (Independent Critical Study: texts across time) allows free choice of texts; however, one
of these texts must have been written pre-1900.

The following table illustrates how students will meet each of the requirements of the course:

Prose Poetry Shakespeare Drama Pre-1900 Post-1900

Paper 1 X X X X X X

Paper 2 X X X X

NEA X X

What skills are developed and assessed at KS5?

AO1: building an argument, writing relevantly and fluently, using subject terminology
AO2: using a range of quotations to thoroughly analyse the writer’s methods (language, form,
structure)
AO3: writing about how the texts’ contexts shape their meaning
AO4: making connections between texts, considering ‘typicality’ and genre
AO5: considering other interpretations, especially over time



Course Overview  2022-2024

Paper One: Love Through The Ages

Three texts to be studied, including one anthology of poetry, one prescribed pre-1900 novel and one
Shakespeare text.

1. Othello - William Shakespeare
2. an anthology of love poetry through the ages (pre-1900 cluster)
3. The Great Gatsby - F. Scott Fitzgerald

Assessment through Examination (3 hours). Clean copies of the prescribed examination texts must be
used in the exam, for Section C only. Worth 80 marks. Unit worth 40% of the total A level mark.

Paper Two: Texts in Shared Contexts

Students will study three texts: one prose, one poetry and one drama text, at least one of which must
be written post-2000. They will also respond to an unseen extract in the exam.

1. The Handmaid's Tale - Margaret Atwood
2. A Streetcar Named Desire - Tennessee Williams
3. Feminine Gospels (post-2000) - Carol Ann Duffy

*Please be aware that these texts could change before the start of year 13.

Assessment through Examination (2 hours 30 minutes). Worth 75 marks. Unit worth 40% of the total A
level mark.

Independent Critical Study: texts across time

This unit requires students to study at two different texts; one text must have been written pre-1900
and the texts must have been written by two different authors.   All students will study the pre-1900
drama text, Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s House,’ in class.  Students choose their partner text with guidance from
their English teacher.

Assessment through Coursework. Coursework folder: 2500 words maximum, including quotations.
One extended study (a comparative critical study of two texts) with bibliography. Teacher assessed,
internally standardised, externally moderated. Unit worth 50 marks (20% of the total A2 mark)


