
FAQs: Fair Access Banding

Q1. What is Fair Access Banding and why do you do it at Jane Austen
College?

Fair Access Banding is the use of a short assessment which allocates students according to
their ability. This means we can take a range of students from different abilities. It's a
common system used around the country, particularly in London, and its a really fair way to
ensure we get a spread of abilities entering our school.

At Jane Austen College, we want to make sure we have really fair ways to allocate places to
students in Year 7. That's why we use Fair Access Banding. We truly believe in
comprehensive education, the opportunity for every student to come to our school no matter
their background, and we believe this is a very fair way to achieve that.

Q2. When do you need to do the Fair Access Banding test and how do I
sign my child up?

All students will need to do the Fair Access Banding test in November after they've
completed their school application.

If your child attends Charles Darwin Primary Academy or Norwich Primary Academy, they
will do these assessments in their school. And you can speak to their Year 6 teachers about
this. All other children will need to do this assessment at Jane Austen College. We have the
dates for these assessments on our website and a booking form so you can sign your child
up to the short 30 minute assessment.

Q3. Is it a pass or fail test? Will my child be more likely to get into the
school if they do well?

This is not a pass or fail test. We take children from a range across the ability spectrum. You
are not more likely to get in if you do better on this test.
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Q4. So how will you decide to allocate places?

Places will be allocated by Norfolk County Council. The test will be marked by an external
company and results will go to Norfolk County Council who will then sort students into nine
bands.

You'll be able to find information about those bands on our website and all our admissions
policy which says how many places there are in each band.

Q5. What happens if my child has an EHCP?

Norfolk County Council will give students with an EHCP or SEND statement the first place,
they will allocate that into a band. This is to ensure that those students can get into Jane
Austen College.

Q6. What happens if you are oversubscribed?

If we are oversubscribed within a band, the oversubscription criteria will kick in. You can find
that criteria on our website. Norfolk County Council then allocate all the places to that band
based on that criteria. Once a band is full, no more spaces can be allocated. If there are
spaces in other bands, the students are allocated equally from the band above and below
according to our oversubscription criteria.

Q7. What happens if my child doesn’t do the test?

Unless they have an EHCP, students who do not do the test will be last when it comes to
allocating places.

Q8. What do you do with the information from these tests - do you use it
to create sets?

We don't do anything with the information from this test as a school. We don't see the results
and therefore they don't inform how their life will be shaped at Jane Austen College.

2



Q9. My child is worried about doing a test - how will you support them?
We know that some children are really anxious about tests, so we'll make sure it's an
incredibly positive experience.

There will be juice, there will be biscuits and even a chance for another tour around the
school.

Q10. So remind me - what do I need to do next?

You should complete your application with Norfolk County Council to request a place at Jane
Austen College. After this if your child has a place at Charles Darwin Academy or Norwich
Primary Academy, then they will complete their tests in school. You should talk to the Year 6
teachers who will be able to give you more information.

If your children do not attend these schools, then you should go on our website and sign up
to one of the places available to sit the test at Jane Austen College.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school through our
email janeausten@inspirationtrust.org or telephone number (01603 463800), and we'll be
more than happy to help.
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