Year 8 Choices
Jane Austen College

AUSTEN
COLLEGE



Dear Student,

Choosing your Year 8 Options is such an exciting time, when you can really think about what
the future may hold for you. Starting your GCSEs will put you on the pationaghieving
your goals.

We are all committed to helping you making the right decisions and supporting you through
the process.

When deciding on your options you should ask yourself:

T What dol enjoy?
1 What subjects haveachieved well in already?
1 Whatcareers ani interested in?

You should also look closely at the GCSE courses. Think about whether the content looks
interesting. Do you have the skills required?

You should always avoid choosing something because:

1 Your friends are doing it.
1 You like theeacher. Remembet you may get a different teacher for GCSE.

Our aim is to support you in becoming not just doctors, not just accountants, not just
administrators, not just tradesmen, not just entrepreneurs, or whatever career you might
aspire to, but &o young people of integrity, of understanding, and of aspiration, young
people who will live their lives to the full and play their part in making our society stronger.

Your GCSEs are just part of your edueatly our electives, the way yparticipatein the
school community, the leadership roles you take on and the wider opportunities you take
advantage of will all help you to be a happy, successful young person.

The most important thing is that it is your decision. The choices have to be rightuol yo
am confident you will make the right ones.

Ms Claire Heald
Executive Principal
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Some helpful advice

Choosing subjects you have achieved well in
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your teacher and ask for advice.

Should | base GCSE options on what | enjoy?

LiQa FAYyS (2 O2yaARSNI OK22aAy3d &adzaSoOda &2dz
for several periods a week for the nextthreeyed@r2 A 1 Qf f RSTAYyAGSt & KSf
aspects of the subject you enjoy! This could work to your advantage, because if you enjoy a
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subject just because you like it.

Should | choose a GCSE subject because my friends are doing it?
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make additional new friends in the subject you choose, too.
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Are my Alevel choices affected by the GCSE choices | make now?
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with your teacher to make sure. Somdevels, like science, are no longer open to you if

you choose a single science at GBSEt K| 1 Qa 2y S NBl azy gKe |ttt 2
award science or triple award science (physics, chemistry and biology). Our option blocks

are designed to ensure that all students have a rich, broad curriculum that widens

opportunities.

Will I get homework now | am taking my GCSEs?

The simple answer to this is no, not for now. But you can expect to need to do some
additional work at home in Year 11, as your GCSE exams approach. You will need to revise
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longer period of time.
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Do universities care about which GCSE options you choose?
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be studying tlem as core GCSE subjects anyway.

For some degrees, or careers, their requirements for GCSE-an8 @St adzw a2S0dGa | N
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you want to do a law degreethey justwant you to have done well in the (usually
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to do those Alevels) to get on certain university courses (e.g.gbences, art, history or
foreign languages).
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Triple award science is made up of three GCSEs, and students get separate GCSEs in biology,
chemistry and physics at the end of their thrgears ofstudy. This means they will leave
Jane Austen College with 3 science GCSEs.

Double award science, as it is commonly referred to, will be a qualification called Combined
Science Trilogy. This means that students will study units in all three scienaks,déxams

for all three sciences, but come away from Jane Austen College with 2 GCSEs equivalent in
Combined Science.

We have designed our curriculum to make sure that all students have the opportunity to

take triple science. This means students have notv@ce and flexibility with their options

FYR OFyYy YI1S (62 WFNBSQ OK2A0Saz gAGKRAzO KI ¢
is likely that not all students will take the full triple science courisés a challenging route
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student progress carefully to ensure they are on the right route.

How important is it to get good grades in my GCSES?

If you want to give yourself a wider choice of options aftgral, getting good grades
is important.

Universities and colleges will probably only accept(®Id A*C grades) GCSE pass grades

for most courses. If you think you might struggle to achieve these higher pass grades, ask

for support from teachers ioshoosing a set of GCSE options that will help you focus on your
strengths and what you mostenj@y@ A Yy OS> A F &2dz Sye22eé | &adzowaSOoli
your best and perform better in it.

Nowadays, there are lots of different edateon and careers routes for after GCSEs and
your teachers, mentor, and careers advisor will support you with making choices. This is a
long way off though.
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Some top universities consider certafif S@Sf adzwa2SO0Ga (2 0SS WwWaz2¥idQ
those subjects are considered less likely to push the skills and knowledge of their students.
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by bothuniversities and employers as very useful subjects to study because they show

how hard you can work and also teach skills that will be useful in all kinds of further

education courses and careers.

Examples of facilitating subjects are: English, mathsstiences, history, geography and
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course you are applying for and you casearch this nearer the time.
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be useful. However our option blocks are designed to ensure that all students have a rich,

broad curriculum that widens opportunitied,2 &2 dz R2y Qi Yy SSR (2 &2 NNZX
much. As you will be taking a language and a humanities subject anyway, this leaves you

free to choose the subjects you would like to in the free choice options blocks.

When will | take my GCSE exams?

For thevast majority of students, exams will not be taken until Year 11. We want to
make students are really ready and have had a great learning experience before taking
their GCSEs.

We might make exceptions to this, but this will be rare and would only hapften a
talking to a student and also their parents to make sure it was the right thing to do.

You can expect to take mock exams thoughleast once a year to help you get used
to exams. This helps students to feel prepared for the real thing so thexeais are
less stressful.
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you will have work linked to specific subjects.

You may also find that you have subject specific prep sessions that extend the learning
from your lessons.

You will still be expected to develop your independent learning skills and sethadarship. If
anything, taking ownership over your own learning will become even more important.
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What is the English Baccalaureate?

The English Baccalaureate (eB&cc); though not a qualification in itseffis a measure of
success in core academic subjects; specifically English, mathematics, history or geography,
the sciences and a language. Students achieve #hade if they achieve a 5 (or old C grade)

in these subjects.

These are subjects most likely to be preferred foirgmo degree courses and ones thatlw
keep the most doors open for students. Taking the Englsit@aureate subjects ensures a
broad foundation for learning and future study. Last y#tee government announced that
all students should now follow anBacc curriculum. Our options bleckre designed so

that students can easily achieve the English Baccalaureate.
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Option Blocks
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Core
subjects

Core Subjectsall students will take these subjects

English English _
Language Literature
Science
(double or Philosophy
triple)

Y
Languagdl Humanity

| Students will then make a choice of:

1 humanities subject
1 languages subject
1 subject from Option 1
1 subject from Option 2

=A =4 =4 =4
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How many GCSEs can be achieved?

Subject Number of GCSEs

English Language 1

English Literature 1

Science (Double or triple) Either 2 or 3

Mathematics 1

Philosophy 1

CorePE no GCSE

Humanities Subject 1

Languages Subject 1

Option 1 1

Option 2 1

The Options Blocks
Core Humanities Languages Option 1 Option 2
Option Option Block

Compulsory | Block

English Geography Spanish Art Music

Language

History French Dance Drama

English

Literature Latin Graphic Spanish
Communication

Maths German Geography
Business Studies

Science Engineering
Drama

Core PE Computer
Engineering Science

Philosophy
Geography Graphic

Communication
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Key dates

Keylnformation

Options Evening February 8 19.00¢ 20.30

Deadline for handing in your choices fogiarch 3¢

Need advice?

Come along to our Options Evening to find out more about all the subjects. You can also

talk to:

Your form

tutor

Feelingworried?

An academiq Your head o

mentor House

Making your Options choices should be a really positive experience but if you do feel

I yEA2dzA | 62 dzi
youl.

You can go to:

A G I {-ybuthéve sb Knény pebple dretchelR 2 y Q

Your

parents

/
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English Language

4

For GCSE English Language students will:

wread fluently, and with good understanding, a
wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st
centuries, including literature and literary non
fiction aswell as other writing such as reviews
and journalism

wread and evaluate texts critically and make
comparisons between texts

wsummarise and synthesise information or
ideas from texts

wuse knowledge gained from wide reading to
inform and improve their own writig

wwrite effectively and coherently using
Standard English appropriately

wuse accurate spelling, punctuation and
grammar

wapply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge
and understanding of grammatical terminology,
and linguistic conventions for readingriting

and spoken language

wlisten to and understand spoken language and
use spoken Standard English effectively.

Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading
stimulus and engage with creative, real and relevant
contexts. Students will hav@pportunities to develop
higherorder reading and critical thinking skills that
encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and
themes.

This specification will ensure that students can read
fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to
demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and
write grammatically correct sentences, deploying
figurative language and analysing texts.

Course Structure
There are three components to the GCSE course:

Paper One: Explorations in CreatReading and
Writing

t I LISNJ ¢g2Y 2NAGSNBQ +ASgLR;

Nonexamination component based on Spoken
Language.

Possible careers
English language is a core subject and is

necessary for all careers / professions.

Studying GCSE English languaggarticularly useful for
the following careers: broadcasting; radio, film or TV
production; advertising; market research; journalism.

Exam Board
AQA
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English Literature

Students wilstudy one Shakespeare play, one 19th
century novel, a modern drama text and a selection of

poetry.

In studying the texts students will have the opportunity to
develop the following skills:

wliteral and inferential comprehension: understanding a
word, phrase or sentence in context; exploring aspects of
plot, characterisation, events and settings; distinguishing
between what is stated explicitly and what is implied;
explaining motivation, sequence of events, and the
relationship between actions or events.

wcritical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing
between themes; supporting a point of view by referring
to evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and
evaluating different responses to a text; using

dzy RSNA G I Y RA Y 3 higtdFicaaNdciltGrNE Q
contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed
personal response that derives from analysis and
evaluation of the text

CourseStructure
N deyaalas
There are two components to the GCSE course;

Paper One: Shakespeare and th& 19
Century Novel

. i o _ Paper Two: Modern Texts and Poet
WSPFtdzr A2y 2F | gNAUSNRE OK2AO0S 2F @20 odzf F N2 X 3INI
and structural features: analysing and evalugthrow
language, structure, form and presentation contribute to
quality and impact; using linguistic and literary terminology

for such evaluation.

Possible careers

Studying GCSE English literature is
particularly useful for the following careers:
teaching, journalism, editing, writing,

wcomparingtexts: comparing and contrasting texts o i )
research, publishing, librarian.

studied, referring where relevant to theme,
characterisation, context (where known), style and
literary quality; comparing two texts critically with

respect to the above. Exam Board

AQA
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Science; Double or Triple

Science is a core subject and will be taken by all
students. Science is an essential part of
everyday life as it teaches students to think
logically, to research their ideas and to explore
the world around them. Science enables critical
thinking and problem solving skills. The course
will cover all 3 sciences and will give students a
chance to explore units such as: the human
body, chemical reactions and space.

This course is suitable for allidents. If you

have ever looked at something and wondered
how it works, or where it came from, then
science is for you. Science teaches us to analyse
and explore the world around us, it helps us to
design and create new things. Science is
essential for fe.

Course Structure

|| For Triple Science there are 2 exams for each
I subject. This means 2 exams for Biology, each
1 worth 50%. This is the same for Chemistry and

1 Physics.

1

:'\ ‘~.,‘, For Double Sciendbere are 6 exams in total, (2
1 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 Physics), each exam

r is worth 16.7%

-f Possible careers

\ Medicine, Engineering, Veterinarian, Researcher,
Teacher, Stunt cordinator, Astronomer,
Robotics, Computer game design, Software
engineeringMedical journalism and many
more...

Exam Board

JANE
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Mathematics

All students will take Maths. It is diverse, engaging
essential in equipping students with the right skills to
reach their future destination, whatever that may be.

Students will develop sound technique with numbers,
fractions, decimals, percentages and basic ratios. This
means that students apply the$endamental skills in a
variety of contexts that they can relate to.

The GCSE will expand on what we have been learning
in KS3 and encourage students to develop their
analytical skills such as problem solving.

| The course content can be broken down into 6  Course Structure

i subsets of the GCSE, these are as follows: )
The course wilbe assessed by 3 end of year exams; 2

‘ T Number Calculator & 1 noitalculator
Algebra
It 1 g' . Each exam contributes to a third of the GCSE.
| 1 Ratio, proportion and rates of
i change
I I Geometry and measures bl
| 1' 1 Probability Possible careers
| I Statistics Maths contributes to a whole world of careers, in
:" ‘.',“ The students have learnt elements of these gsvgfeulatlc;):nfor Jr%?ess';;?g ]:gagii;alr:;ﬁgrc’sgslso %
1 subsets in Key Stage 3 and during their GCSE yp q 9

. . architects, doctors, lawyers etc.
r they will continue to develop on what they ' 1wy

! have learnt.

' Exam Board

AQA
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CorePE

At Jane Austen College we aim to deliver a {gjgality
physical education curriculum to inspire stildents to
succeed and excel in competitive sport and other
physicallydemanding activities. The curriculum will allow
for students to become physically confident in a way
which supports their health and fitness. Students will be
presented with opportunies to compete in sport and
other activities to build character and help to embed
values such as fairness and respect.

[ Use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcgmpertents in team and individugimes
such as football, hockey, netball, rounders, and rugby.

Develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports, such as
athletics and gymnastics, or other physical activities like dance.

Take part in further outdoor anddventurous activities in a range of environments which present
intellectual and physical challenges, which encourages students to work in a team, build on trust and
' develop skills to problem solve, either individually or as a group.

‘ Evaluate personalgsformances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement
, across a range of physical activities to fulfil their full potential.

Continue to take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through
il electives, community linksr sports clubs.
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Philosophy

The study of Philosophy at KS4 builds upon the
knowledge and skills students have acquired in

KS3. As no exam boards currently offer a GCSE in
Philosophy, students witudy the Edexcel GCSE in

Religious Studies. The course gives a worthwhile
opportunity to understand beliefs and ideas in the

context of philosophical and ethical issues, as well

as gain a qualification. Students will need to
dedicate time to developing laolistic knowledge

of two religions: Christianity and Islam, so that they

are wellequipped to spend philosophy lessons
applying ideas and articulating their own views.

Course Structure

The course will be assessed by 2 written exams
at the end ofthe course;

Paper One: Religion and Ethics

Paper Two: Religion, Philosophy and
Social Justice

Possible careers

The transferable skills gained from a study of
Philosophy, such as analysis of ideas, critical
thinking and communication, make it a sulijec
that could be relevant to a host of careers. Here
are some notable examples: education, law,
public service, medicine/ nursing.

Exam Board

AQA

This course is suitable for all students who have
studied Philosophy &S3. Lessons may
particularly appeal to those who enjoy debate
and discussion, with an appreciation for critical
analysis of different ideas and beliefs.

Through philosophy we will also cover essential
aspects of personal, social and health
education.

The course also covers important social, moral,
spiritual and cultural aspects of tieOK 2 2 f Q&
curriculum.
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This course is suitable for students who have
studied French at KS3 and who are interested in
furthering their knowledge of the language and
culture of French speaking countries.

The GCSE French course builds upon the foundations
setin Year 7 and 8. Students will extend their
knowledge of he language by studying a number of
topics and developing a sound grammatical base.

They will be able to understand and respond to spoken
and written French with increased accuracy as well as
be able to give and justify their opinions on a number
of topics. Students will need to dedicate time to
learning vocabulary and practising skills in order to be
successful.

Course Structure

The course will be assessed by 4 exams at the end
of the course;

Paper One: Listening
Paper Two: Speaking
PaperThree: Reading
Paper Four: Writing
Possible careers

French is particularly relevant to careers in; travel
and tourism, journalism, education, the European
Union, translation and interpretation and any
industry with international links.

Exam Board

AQA
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The German GCSE course is a Hyem linear course
which starts in Year 9 and is open to all students
without previous knowledge. This course is suitable for
students who arénterested in learning languages and
would love to face a new challenge.

During the first year of the course, students will
develop their knowledge of the language creatively
with a focus on gaining a sound grammatical base.
Students will develop their dls further in Years 10 and
11 in a variety of contexts, extending their ability to
understand and respond to spoken and written
German as well as developing their translation skills.
They will practise speaking, writing and translating
German with incresed accuracy.

Course Structure This course is suitable for students who are

The course will be assessed by 4 exams at the end interested in learninganguages and would love
of the course; to face a new challenge.
Paper One: Listening It is a fast moving course and due to the pupils

. limited previous experience of German, students
Paper Two: Reading will need to dedicate time to learning vocabulary

Paper Three: Speaking and practising skills in order to be successful.

Paper Four: Writing
Possible careers

German is particularly relevant to careerdravel
and tourism, journalism, education, the European
Union, translation and interpretation and any
industry with international links.

Exam board



